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Archives are the raw material of history. They represent the collective memory of
a nation, institution or individual. In the first instance records are created for
administrative, legal or personal reasons but once this immediate usefulness has
diminished records may become archives providing evidence of past events. They are
essential for historical research but archives also have an imporiant role to play in
providing evidence for the accountability of public insritutions, decision-malkers and
opinion-formers. Archival material need not be old to be of importance: some
records have an archival value the moment they are created.
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