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Sir Hilary identified the moral and physical defense of the
archives as being the archivist’ s primary duty. By moral defense he
meant that archives must be cared for in ways that safeguard their
authenticity and preserve their context and links to other records -
and hence ensure their usability, their capacity to fulfill the
administrative, legal and social roles defined above. By physical

defense he meant the physical care and security required for long-term
preservation.

Jenkinson’ s dictum has significant implications for the
appraisal and selection of records of continuing value and for issues
of transmission, custody and ownership as well as for their management
in archival custody.
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