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Mass nouns (sometimes called “uncountable nouns™) like go/d present an interesting variation on this way
of thinking about plurality...However, as far as our linguistic conception of things goes, one can always
theoretically divide a piece of gold into two smaller pieces. There are no basic units, or atoms, of gold. (In
reality, of course, there are atoms, but this knowledge isn’t built into language.) Thus, the lattice has no
bottom atomic layer, but goes on downward forever. An English mass noun like gold is somewhat like the
Chinese ma. The lattice for gold, like Chinese ma, does not categorize the totality of individuals in the
lattice into atomic vs. non-atomic units. However, the two are not exactly the same, since the lattice for ma
in Chinese does have atoms. (Portner 2005: 98)

Portner P. H. 2005. What is meaning? Fundamentals of Formal Semantic. MA: Blackwell Publishing.
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Today, people from a variety of disciplines are coming together to study some of the most basic problems
of humanity: What 1s the nature of knowledge? What is the nature of thought? How is the mind
structured? What, if anything, is innate or biological? What is cultural or environmental? Just what can we
think about --- or can not think about? Linguistic anthropology has much to contribute to these
discussions. (Salzmann, Stanlaw, and Adachi, 2012:254)

Salzmann, Z., J. Stanlaw, and N. Adachi. 2012. Language, Culture, and Society. CO: Westview Press.
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