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1.In the Chinese act of paying respect to-the gods, pai-pai, words spoken are
addressed to particular, named gods and requests (in the ordinary sensc) are made,
either general ones, such as for peace in the house, or specific ones, such as for the
birth of a male child. Events subsequent to the act of pai-pai are evaluated on the
assumption that the request might be granted: if an illness is cured or a soldier returns
home safely, people say it is because of the god's action and may well.make a special
thank-offering. If the'desired event does not follow, people often give reasons why the
god did not act: the disease was caused by something within the body that only
doctors can cure; the patient was not brought to.the god's attention soon enough and
his condition had deteriorated beyond saving; the god was not powerful enough.
Whatever reasons suggest themselves as likely are acted upon: for example, another
god or a western-style doctoranay be consulted. These actiofis seem obviously to
presuppose the expectation that requests to the god may be answered.
2.The era starting with the advent of the Song dynasty in the second half of the tenth
century may be considered the beginning of the modern age in the history of China.
When compared to previous times, great changes in all aspects of China's civilization
are manifest, and perhaps nowhere are these changes more visible than in the
evolution of Taoism. The rise of local political and religious lay organizations,
especially in the regions south of the Yangzi River, is certainly one of the most
important factors in this change. During the previous century, the division of the
country into a great number of semiautonomous regions greatly favored the

emancipation of local societies, where Taoism had. and still has, itspatural habitat, |
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