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Global capture fisheries production in 2008 was about 90 million tonnes, with an estimated
first-sale value of US$93.9 billion, comprising about 80 million tones from marine waters and a
record 10 million tonnes from inland waters. World capture fisheries production has been relatively
stable in the past decade, with the exception of marked fluctuations driven by catches of
anchoveta — a species extremely susceptible to oceanographic conditions determined by the El Nino
Southern Oscillation — in the Southeast Pacific. Fluctuations in other speciesand regions tend to

compensate for each other to a large extent.
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