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The Firestone and Ford tire controversy was a period of unusually high failures of P235/75R15 ATX, ATX Il, and Wilderness AT
tires installed on the Ford Explorer and other related vehicles.

The tire failures are linked to 271 fatalities and over eight hundred injuries in the United States with more injuries and fatalities
occurring internationally, it led Bridgestone/Firestoneand Ford Motor Company to recall and replace 23 million tires, it cut the
market value of Bridgestone/Firestone in half, Firestone closed the Decatur lllinois factory where the tires were manufactured,
several executives in Bridgestone and Ford resigned or were fired, it led Congress to pass the TREAD Act, and it brought an end
to the nearly 100 year corporate relationship between Ford Motor Company and Firestone.

" |As early as 1996 personal injury lawyers were aware of accidents, injuries and fatalities caused by the tread of Firestone tires
separating from the tire at high speeds. Lawyers and traffic safety researchers decided not to contact the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) because they lacked confidence in the agency and feared that an investigation might conclude
that there were no defects thereby compromising existing personal injury lawsuits. All but 13 of the 271 fatalities from these tires
took place after 1996.

In 1996 the State of Arizona told Firestone that the tread on its tires were separating in high temperatures. Firestone sent several
engineers to inspect the tires and concluded that normal passenger tires were being used in heavy conditions, on dirt roads, off
road, and under heavy loads. Firestone replaced those tire with heavier duty tires.

internal Firestone documents showed a rise in injury claims for ATX, ATX Il, and Wilderness AT tires as early as 1997.

In July 1998 Samuel Boyden, a researcher for State Farm Insurance, received a call from a claims handler asking for information
about tread separation in Firestone tires. Boyden found 21 cases of accidents caused by tread separation and forwarded the
information to the NHTSA. In 1999 he found an additional 30 cases and forwarded that information to the NHTSA.

Sean Kane, a researcher at Strategic Safety Consulting, found documents showing that Ford had been replacing Firestone tires in
Venezuela starting in 1998 where 46 deaths had occurred. Firestone was aware of tire defects in Venezuela as early as 1999.

A Ford dealer in Saudi Arabia noticed high failure rates of Firestone fires in Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Kuwait starting in 1997 and in
July 1999 began replacing Firestone tires on unsold Ford Explorers and to offer a 75% discount for replacement tires when
customers came in for maintenance. Ford and Firestone began testing tires in late 1997 or 1998 and began a limited recall in the
Middle East, Venezuela, Malaysia, and Thailand in 1999 and the spring of 2000 but did not notify the NHTSA.

On February 7, 2000 KHOU-TV in Houston Texas ran a 9 minute story about high speed Firestone tire failures on Ford Explorers
that led to 30 deaths. KHOU was overwhelmed by phone calls from concerned citizens and started directing callers to contact the
NHTSA.

Clarence Ditlow, Executive Director for the Centre for Auto Safety, stated before the-Senate Commiitee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation that, "Emerging Information shows that both Ford and Firestone had early knowledge of tread separation in
Firestone Tires fitted to Ford Explorer vehicles but at no point informed the NHTSA of their findings".

Firestone had more information about tire failures than Ford did because of warranty claims, but Firestone never acted on this
information because it always blamed consumers for not maintaining their tires correctly or operating their vehicles in extreme
environments, leading to these failures. When either Ford or the NHTSA looked into concerns about tire failures or rollovers they
always consulted consumer complaints to the NHTSA's toll-free hotline. The consumer complaints didn't reflect the size of the
problem because attorneys and their clients had afmost completely stopped using the hotline to report tire failures or other
complaints
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