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- , The famous British historian of science J.Needham claimed that in 

the past the development of science in China was not inferior to 

that in the West. He suggested that the fast growth of science in the 

West was related to capitalism while China remained a feudal 
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society. 

Provide an example of a scientific discipline which was relatively 

well developed in China in Antiquity and/or Middle Ages, but later 

stagnated or declined. (1) Briefly describe this discipline and its 

main achievements. (2) What were the reasons of its later 

stagnation or decline? (3) In this particular case, do you think that 

Needham's hypothesis about the role of capitalism is correct? 
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