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—.  Inhis classic analysis of suicide, Durkheim observes that suicide rates cluster in geographic space. He
attempts to explain this clustering by referring to the geographic patterning of social integration and
regulation. Because maps of suicide rates and various measures of integration and regulation showed
considerable overlap, Durkheim concludes that high suicide rates cluster in geographic space only because
weak social integration and regulation also cluster in that same space.

Durkheim attempts to rule out competing explanations of the geographic patterning of suicide, including
those based on "imitation." Tarde, a contemporary of Durkheim, was a vocal advocate of imitation
explanations. Tarde argues that many shared behaviors and beliefs are adopted through imitation. To the
extent that the risk of suicide is affected by news of suicides in neighboring areas, imitation will shape the
geographic patterning of suicide. These opposing views on the importance of imitation fueled a lively debate
between Durkheim and Tarde.

Please answer the following questions.

(1). Multiple regressions can clarify the debate between Durkheim and Tarde. Unfortunately, this method
has not yet been invented in their period, so that both sides are deadlocked. Explain how to clarify the
debate between Durkheim and Tarde through multiple regressions? (309%)

(2). Expound the following regression report, and judge whose argument is supported? (2096)

Table 1. Unstandardized Coefficients from the
Spatial Regression of Suicide Rates on
Selected Independent Variables:
Northern and Southern Departments

in France, 1872 to 1876
Independent Variable North? South
Residential stability ~ —2,337" -2,058"
(1.364) (1.129)
T [-.225) [-.267]
Marital stability -9.5717™ —4.698"
" (3.165) 2.317)
[-493] [-.293]
Ordained clergy rate -2.734* -.308
(1.581) (.683)
[-.147] [-.033]
Spatial lag (p) 344" 686"
(.144) (.095)
[.270] [.531]
Spatial error (1) N.A. N.A.
Number of departments 40 43
R? .805 816

Note: Numbers in parentheses are standard errors;
numbers in brackets are standardized coefficients;
N.A. stands for “not applicable.”
Source: Baller, R.D. and K.K. Richardson (2002),“Social integration, imitation, and the geographic patterning of suicide" . American
Sociological Review 67(6): 873-888.
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—. 7F James Scott HIEEE T U RAVEMLTE | o REIGEELEE (The Economics of
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(1) VB R RMEE RS I B FAIR [safety-first principle] , FEER. (25%)

Q) Bt R S, WR—EARAEFZRRE, T @Ry R M T
HHBom?  (25%)






