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	Part I: Incomplete Sentences: (30%)

A word or phrase is missing in each of the sentences below.  Select the best answer to complete the sentence.

1. Barron Computer Inc. on Wednesday Wall Street’s income forecast for the spring quarter with a 48 percent profit increase.

(A) dropped  (B) wavered  (C) incurred  (D) topped

2. The Federal Reserve chairman on Wednesday that the campaign of raising interest rates may be coming to an end.

(A) lulled  (B) signaled  (C) stifled  (D) toiled

3. Crude oil prices rose as the market balanced its reaction to a increase in U.S. gasoline supplies the day before.

(A) surprised  (B) surprise  (C) surprising  (D) surprises

4. Two of the nation’s largest airlines gave signs that the industry is ____ the corner after five years of heavy losses.

(A) leaning  (B) beaming  (C) turning  (D) churning

5. Japanese stocks jumped early Thursday on a brightened outlook for the U.S. economy, a major ____ for Japan’s exports.

(A) convulsion  (B) conversion  (C) deportation  (D) destination

6. Major Japanese companies have grown more optimistic for the first quarter in three but  tougher conditions next year because of a slowing U.S. economy.

(A) accepts  (B) expected  (C) except  (D) exert

7. U.S. stocks  with the NASDAQ rising more than one percent as oil prices and benchmark interest rates hit multi-month lows.

(A) sludge  (B) surged  (C) splurged  (D) spurned

8. Banana Brands International Inc. said it will ____ its cash dividend as it warned that fallout from the recent fruit-related disease scare will hurt quarterly profits.

(A) suspect  (B) sustains  (C) suspend  (D) submits

9. Walgear Co. posted 25 percent fourth quarter earnings growth to cap its biggest-ever expansion year, but its stock ____ on continuing investor concerns.

(A) leapt  (B) tumbled  (C) jangled  (D) mugged

10. Most corporate earnings reported ____ the nation’s accounting standard are on the up-and-up.

(A) along  (B) into  (C) under  (D) above

11. Japanese Telecom plans to raise about 1.4 trillion yen ____ securitizing the cash flow of its operations.

(A) for  (B) to  (C) around  (D) by
12. Many patients stop ____ their medicine far sooner than they should, and that decision can be deadly when the drugs treat heart disease.

(A) take  (B) took  (C) takes  (D) taking
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	13. A fund resembles a warehouse retailer, allowing investors to pick up an enormous variety all ____ one roof.

(A) on  (B) in  (C) under  (D) against

14. Analysts were still trying to decide what to make ____ a combination of weak housing data and solid mortgage-bond related buying.

(A) into  (B) of  (C) up  (D) on

15. To give you the inside ____ on what these analysts know that individual investors don’t, I listened in and wrote up my thoughts.

(A) scrap  (B) scoop  (C) spool  (D) slide
Part II: Reading Comprehension (20%)

Read the articles and select the best answer for each question.
Article I.

Who’s the most powerful man in the world? The answer is Ben Benarke. Ben who?

Perhaps you remember Alan Greenspan? Most people consider Alan Greenspan, former Chairman of the Federal Reserve, to have been the most powerful person in the world during his tenure from 1987 to 2006. The Federal Reserve is the “bankers’ bank” in the U.S., and it is the chairman who appears before the U.S. Congress and reveals policy decisions which affect every person in the capitalist world.

Now the baton has passed to Ben Benarke, chosen by President Bush to succeed Greenspan. Because the Federal Reserve determines U.S. interest rates, the world’s stock markets and business community wait with bated breath for his pronouncements on the current and future course of the U.S. economy, easily the largest in the world. You may not yet be familiar with Ben Benarke, but in coming years, he will become a household word.
16. What is the main purpose of this article?

(A) A biography of Alan Greenspan

(B) An introduction to Ben Benarke

(C) A description of the Federal Reserve

(D) A political comment on President Bush

17. Why are most people today unfamiliar with Ben Benarke?

(A) He has only recently become Chairman of the Federal Reserve.

(B) He is only one of the members of the Federal Reserve.

(C) Alan Greenspan was much more popular than Benarke is.

(D) President Bush preferred Greenspan to Benarke.

18. According to the article, why is the Federal Reserve such a powerful institution?

(A) It chooses who the president of the U.S. will be.

(B) Its chairman holds tenure for more than 10 years.

(C) It determines the prices of stocks.

(D) It determines the rate of interest to borrow money
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	Article II.

In the 1990s, economists developed a new system for measuring personal wealth. Previously, the only widely used measure was per capita income based on the gross domestic product of a country (PCI/GDP). Though highly accurate in terms of what a dollar (measured in U.S. dollars, the international currency) could buy in world markets, most of the world had embarrassingly, even unbelievably low PCI/GDP figures. Accordingly, economists introduced a new measure of per capita income called purchasing power parity (PPP), which measures how much local currency can buy in terms of local goods and services. Although PPP more accurately reflects local conditions, it has created misunderstandings when comparing different countries’ true economic might on the international scene.

19. What is the best title for this article?

(A) World Economic Growth

(B) GDP vs. PPP

(C) Economics Today

(D) PCI and You

20. Why was Purchasing Power Parity introduced?

(A) To show more accurately local economic conditions

(B) To increase the value of the U.S. dollar

(C) To increase the value of people’s earnings

(D) To improve conditions for faster globalization

21. What problem arose after the introduction of PPP?

(A) Local economic conditions were not accurately portrayed.

(B) GDP was no longer used.

(C) It has caused confusion.

(D) The value of the U.S. dollar plunged.
Article III.

A major breakthrough was announced in the computing world yesterday as a new type of processor was released by the computing firm Smart Designs, Inc. According to Smart Designs, the new processor uses special technology to massively decrease the size of its components, allowing the power of as many as 100 top-of-the-line processors to fit into the space of one. While details of the new technology have not been released yet, a demonstration of a computer using the new processor was made yesterday at Compucon, an annual New York computer convention.

Founded by entrepreneur Jamie Smart in 1987, Smart Designs originally manufactured a range of computer products before focusing on their processor designs in the late 90s. It was announced that Smart, now CEO, will give a press conference later this week to describe plans for the production and sale of the new computer component, as well as more details of the advanced technology it relies on. However, analysts are already forecasting a price tag of over $2,500 per unit based on the demonstration at Compucon. Shares of Smart Designs, Inc. (NYSE: SMDG) have risen by 33 percent since the news was released.
22. Which is the best title for this article?

(A) Entrepreneur Founds Computing Firm

(B) News Conference Announced to Name CEO
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	(C) Computing Stock Soars to $2,500

(D) High-Powered Computer Unveiled

23. Where was the new technology shown to the public?

(A) At a New York computer company

(B) At a technology convention

(C) At a welcoming party

(D) At a meeting of shareholders

24. What was a result of the release of the new computer part?

(A) Jamie Smart was made CEO of the company.

(B) Analysts valued the company at $2,500.

(C) Smart Designs, Inc. stock rose by 33 percent.

(D) 100 top-of-the-line processors were built.

25. When was the new technology first announced?

(A) The day before the article was written

(B) During the late 90s

(C) In 1987

(D) Later this week

Part Ⅲ 改錯：(每題二分，共40分)

下列各題中各有一個錯字，請找出該字並改正
1. 一愁莫展(       )

2. 寅吃茅糧(       )

3. 窮困聊倒(       )

4. 軌譎多變(       )

5. 挺而走險(       )

6. 昭然若遏(       )

7. 束修自好(       )

8. 見機而作(       )

9. 輪肌浹髓(       )

10. 披星代月(       )

11. 垂手可得(       )

12. 浪費公弩(       )

13. 按步就班(       )

14. 尋根就砥(       )

15. 功虧一潰(       )

16. 暴忝天物(       )

17. 人神共奮(       )

18. 遭人涶棄(       )

19. 首曲一指(       )

20. 遵遵教誨(       )
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	Part Ⅳ  摘要：(10分)

請擷取下列文章精華改寫為三百字短文
二月某個周末早晨，我們和侯文詠來到林懷民八里住家，屋內擺設雅緻簡單，只有父母的相片靈位和書櫃，一張雲門照片都沒有，也刻意不放舞蹈照片。「我回家就是要休息的。」創雲門以來第一次被要求休長假的林懷民說，因為不在創作狀態中，所以房間才如此乾淨清朗。一路走來，林懷民面對重大抉擇時的人生哲學就像他的房子：「如果我不是這麼簡單的一個人，不會走到現在。」
過去靠父母支持 不知民間疾苦
林懷民生命能夠如此「簡單」，甚至多次坦言自己過去「不知民間疾苦」，背後來自父母親友的全力支持。眾所周知，他出生嘉義世家，父親林金生曾任交通部長，成長過程一路平遂，出國讀書甚至不需要太費勁打工，直到創立雲門才從「少爺」轉變成擔下所有責任的「大家長」。
外界不知道的是，林懷民家境不如想像中好過，只是父母從未讓孩子擔憂，直到還清債務才告知。「他們（指爸媽）從未告訴我這些債務的事，更沒要求家中長子的我分擔這分壓力。這是他們默默支持我推動雲門志業的方法。每思及此，羞愧如刺。」因為沒有後顧之憂，林懷民每個人生重大決定，才能簡單由心。
年輕時曾想叛逃 被傳統抓回來
當年林懷民結束美國學業後，獨自到歐洲旅行，返台前在希臘機場痛哭想著「我的好日子過完了」。侯文詠忍不住問他：「到底在哭什麼？」林懷民回得坦然：「看完世界後，我才知道台灣是監牢。」林懷民的母親曾說他可以不用回來，但「血液裡的家國」驅策他回家：「我們那一代後面的東西就是這樣，我叛逃了，逃得不夠快不夠遠，又被傳統抓回來。」
儘管血液裡的家國沉甸甸，但天生的藝術家性格，讓林懷民的每個抉擇都很率性，也簡單無畏。放下文壇才子的架子，重新學起舞蹈，對他來說這兩樣藝術沒有優先順序，他只感覺對舞蹈有熱情的。「我在國外看到好的東西都想學，都很想帶回台灣。」林懷民說，包含那分文明秩序。
當侯文詠詢問：「當年為何才學了一百個小時的舞，就敢創辦舞團」時，林懷民的回答隨意簡單：「慾望和夢想自己會跳出來」。他強調，「有些夢想是自己不敢和自己說清楚的」，年少時他想做很多事，但他相信直覺，而不是依賴頭腦決定，「腦子會告訴你十個理由左轉，也會告訴你十個理由右轉，那會讓人困惑」。
一九七三年雲門創團，那年在台北演出，因為觀眾拍照，林懷民憤而起身降幕停止表演，二十年後，在北京演出，同樣的劇碼再次上演。侯文詠詢問林懷民為何如此無懼，「你為什麼敢叫停？」他的回答依然簡單，「沒有為什麼，就是奮不顧身的。」林懷民說，等他發覺自己的動作時，他已經往後走把幕拉下了。
在被期許中長大 還不打算退休
因為從小的庭訓是「責任」這兩個字，儘管三十多年的重擔折了林懷民的腰，他還不打算退休，不只因為雲門舞者的生計，還有台灣人民對雲門的期待，「反正我一輩子都在被期許中長大，我習慣了。」說到此，林懷民的語氣突轉弱，帶點頹然，並略表委屈：「可是，不讓我說累，真的很不公平！」
侯文詠詢問他如何放下世家身段、謙遜向企業家募款，林懷民笑著說：「我從不覺自己是名人」，他的謙遜也不是對著企業家，「可是要錢時，我也會想到自己是世家耶。」面對眾人的大笑，他接著強調，其實他是很簡單的一個人，人生就是困難和挑戰和一點小小的快樂組成，「如果我不是這麼簡單的一個人，不會撐到現在。」
這麼簡單的一個人，創立了如此不簡單的國際知名舞團。當我們問他：「希望後人怎麼評價自己」，林懷民這樣問答：「關我什麼事？！」這麼簡單乾脆的答案，也就不令人意外了。
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