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® Please note that there are two parts to this examination.

Part I (50%).
Please read the passage and answer each of the questions in a separate, coherent paragraph of around
200 words. You may use very short quotations to support your arguments, but most of your writing
should be in your own words.
“HIS FREEDOM GUARANTEES MINE”
J. K. ROWLING AT THE 2016 PEN LITERARY GALA

Taken from https://pcn.org,/his—ﬁ'eedom-guarantees—mine-i-k—rowling—al-lhe-201 6-pen-literary-gala/

Firstly, I want to say thank you very, very much for this htigethonor, given as it is by an organization that I
have admired very deeply for many, many years. It’s also been an absolute privilege to share this stage tonight with
your previous honorees. PEN’s campaigns on behalfofimprisoned writers are essential and inspirational, though it
is sad to reflect how mu¢h, how needed your defense of writers continues to be today.

Speaking personally, I have very liftle to complain about.where my freedom of expression is concerned. I was
once confronted by a Christian fundamentalist in a toy shop here in New York. I had no idea the phrase, “I'm
praying for you,” could sound so intimidating. A bomb threat was once made to a store at which I was appearing.
The premises were searched, nothing was found, the event went ahead. And the Harry Potter books have figured
frequently on lists of the most banned. But, as such lists feature many, of my fayerite writers, I've always been very
flattered to be included.

Of course, I can afford to take these things-lightly, protected as I am by citizenship of a liberal nation where
freedom of expression is a fundamental right. My critics are at liberty to claim that I'm trying to convert children to
Satanism., and I'm free to explain that Pm exploring human nature and morality, or to say, “you’re an idiot,”
depending on which side of the bed T'got out of that'day.

However, I’ve never taken these freedoms for granted. In my 20s, 1 worked for Amnesty International, where I
Jearned exactly how high a price people across the world have paid and continue to pay for the freedoms that we in
the West sometimes take for granted.

In fact, I worry that we may be in danger of allowing their erosion through sheer complacency. The tides of
populism and nationalism currently sweeping many developed countries have been accompanied by demands that
unwelcome and inconvenient voices be removed from public discourse. “Mainstream media” has become a term of
abuse in some quarters. It seems that unless a commentator or television channel or a newspaper reflects exactly the
complainant’s worldview, it must be guilty of bias or corruption.

Intolerance of alternative viewpoints is spreading to places that make me—a moderate and a liberal—most

uncomfortable. Only last year, we saw an online petition to ban Donald Trump from entry to the UK. It garnered

half a million signatures.
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Just a moment.

Now, [ find almost everything that Mr. Trump says objectionable. I consider him offensive and bigoted. But
he has my full support to come to my country and be offensive and bigoted there.

His freedom to speak protects my freedom to call him a bigot. His freedom guarantees mine. Unless we take
that absolute position without caveats or apologies, we have set foot upon a road with only one destination. If my
offended feelings can justify a travel ban on Donald Trump, I have no moral ground on which to argue that those
offended by feminism or the fight for transgender rights or universal suffrage should not oppress campaigners for
those causes. If you seek the removal of freedoms from an opponent simply on the grounds that they have offended
you, you have crossed the line to stand alongside tyrants who imprison, torture, and kill on exactly the same
justification.

I’d like to conclude these remarks by readingyou two short passages from the blog of a teenage girl. In 2009,
Tal al-Mallohi became one of the youngest/prisoners of conscience in the world when she was taken from her home
by Syrian security forces. She was*18 years old. Her friends and family had-to wait eleven months to find that she
had been charged with giving aid to foreign country. Her-patents have been permitted to see her only once. There
are fears she may have been tortured. This'is some of the material that was considered so dangerous and

inflammatory that she remains incarcerated:

1 do not like the words of the poet Rudyard Kipling: “The East is East and the West is West and never the
twain shall meet.” Instéad, I promote the union of the East and West. They meet somewhere. With rational
thought, two great souls from here and from there can agree with each other, irrespective of the vast

separation of time and space.

Oh my brother human, if I disagree with you in thoughts; principles, or beliefs, does this deny the fact that
we are both human? All you and I have to do is to respect each other. Tolerate the views of your
opponents coolly and patiently. While listening.to them, do not think to respond before listening to all

opposing opinions.

[ repeat that beautiful plea for plurality, tolerance, and the importance of rational discourse in the hope that Tal
al-Mallohi will soon be freed. In the meantime, long may PEN continue to fight for her, for the freedoms on which

a liberal society rests and without which no literature can have value. Thank you very much indeed.

Questions: Answer these questions in about 200 words.

(1) In your own words, explain clearly what problem is discussed in this talk.

(2) Explain the speaker’s position and her wish as an author. Why does she take this position?
(3) In response to the talk, what do you think the society can do to solve the problem?
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Part IL. (50%)

Read the following news from the BBC and write a response essay.

sk s ok o ok ok o o6 ok kRO

Learning a language is resolution for one in five Brits, survey says

(Dated: Dec. 17, 2017. Taken from http-//www.bbc.com/news/education-42455365)

Learning a language will be a new year's resolution for about one in five Britons in 2018, a survey suggests.
About one in three said they intend to learn at least some key phrases.
Spanish was the most popular language among 2.109 UK adults questioned by Populus for the British Council.

"If we are to remain globally competitive post-Brexit, we need more people:who can speak languages," said British

Council schools advisor, Vicky Gough.

Of the representative sample of adults polled:

s 64% said they had always wanted to speak another language fluently

= 56% said they regretted never having made the effort to do.so

= 58% agreed it was more important than ever for people in the UK to learn another language
»  but only a third said they could currently hold a basic conversation in one

»  45% were embarrassed by their poor language skills

In November, a British Council report identified Spanish, followed by Mandarin, French, Arabic and German, as being

the most important language for Britons to master as Brexit approaches.

The organisation warns that uptake of langnages i"Sehools Continuesto'fall with official figures indicating a 7.3
percentage point fall in the number of pupils in England, Wales and Northern Ireland taking GCSE exams in languages

in the past year.
In Scotland, official figures show a similar falls in numbers taking French and German qualifications.

A report by MPs has estimated that poor language skills in the workforce costs the UK economy £50bn a year in lost
export opportunities.

Businesses struggle to fill posts that require language skills said the report from the All Party Parliamentary Group on

modern languages.

The MPs called for a national recovery programme to improve language skills.

Ms Gough said the new year was the perfect time for budding linguists to get started.
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"It is fantastic that many of us hope to brush up on our language skills in 2018," said Ms. Gough.
"The languages we are most keen to learn are some of the languages the UK needs most.

"But the country is still facing a languages deficit."”
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Write a response essay of at least three paragraphs based on your experience and understanding of
the situation in Taiwan or a place that you are familiar with. In the essay, you need to clearly
indicate a response to particular details of themews and engage the reader in a2 discussion of your

chosen issue. Do not exceed 600 words.
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