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Most dependency theorists regard international capitalism as the motive force behind
dependency relationships. Andre Gunder Frank, one of the earliest dependency theorists, 1s
quite clear on this point:

_historical research demonstrates that contemporary underdevelopment is in large
part the historical product of past and continuing eonomic and other relations between
the' satellite underdeveloped and the now developed metropolitan countries.
Furthermore, these relations are an essential part of the capitalist system on a world
scale as a whole. (Frank, 1972)

According to this view, the capitalist system has enforced a rigid international division of
labor which is responsible for the underdevelopment of many areas of the world. The
dependent states supply cheap minerals, agricultural commodities, and cheap labor, and
also serve as the repositories of surplus capital, obsolescent technologies, and
manufactured goods. These functions orient the economies of the dependent states toward
the outside: money, goods, and services do flow into dependent states, but the allocation of
these resources are determined by the economic interests of the dominant states, and not by
the economic interests of the dependent state. This division of labor is ultimately the
explanation for poverty and there is little question but that capitalism regards the division
of labor as a necessary condition for the efficient allocation of resources. The most explicit
manifestation of this characteristic is in the doctrine of comparative advantage.

Moreover, to a large extent the dependency models rest upon the assumption that economic
and political power are heavily concentrated and centralized in the industrialized countries,
an assumption shared with Marxist theories of imperialism. If this assumption is valid, then
any distinction between economic and political power is spurious: governments will take
whatever steps are necessary to protect private economic interests, such as those held by
multinational corporations.
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