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3. authentic assessment
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Posing questions is an effective instructional tool for stimulating students’ thinking. It is also an

W

essential assessment tool for uncovering what students understand. It’s important to consider the
kinds of questions, both oral and written, that serve to provide insights into how students think.
When we ask a question that calls for a correct response, we need to broaden our listening focus so
that we don’t listen merely for the correct answer (that we hope to hear) but also push further to
listen to the reasoning behind the answer. And while it’s typical to probe students when they give an
incorrect answer, it’s just as important to probe them when their answer is correct.
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