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interaction. (&5#<F 1 Guralnick, 2011)

A distinguishing feature of the developmental systems approach (DSA) is its goal
to understand the developmental mechanisms that are involved in promoting a
child’s development in the context of early intervention for vulnerable children
and their families. The DSA involves attention to 3 interrelated levels: First,
attention is required at the level of child development, complete with an
understanding of how children utilize their growing developmental resources and
organizational processes to expand their social and cognitive competence
throughout early childhood. Second, the DSA requires the identification of
environmental influences that support children’s emerging social and cognitive
competence as governed by a family’s pattern of interactions involving the child.
Third, the DSA requires an identification of those family resources that, in many
respects, determine and are available to support optimal family patterns of
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