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Answer all questions in essay form and to the point with illustrations

where appropriate.

1. Study the data from English, Dutch, and Yoruba, a language of Niger-Congo family. (25%)
i. Consider the following examples (1a)-(1d) and analyze the meaning of the English suffix -er. Are they
homonymic or polysemous? Furthermore, in what way do you think the meanings of -er are organized
and stored in the mental lexicon of the native speakers?

1) a. writer b. printer c. loaner (i.e., a substitution -d. Diner (i.e., a restaurant
p )
skater cooker fryer (i.e., a kind of chicken)

ii. Now consider the following examples from Dutch (2a) and Yoruba (2b). Since more data are provided,
‘what typological observation or implication can you draw from these three languages concerning the
suffixes -er in English and Dutch, and the prefix a- in Yoruba?

(2) Dutch Yornba
a. spel-er ‘player’ (spelen ‘play’) b, @-pania ‘murderer’ (pa ‘kill’ enia ‘people’)
maai-er ‘mower’ (maaien ‘mow’) a-bg ‘razor, penknife’ (be ‘cut’)
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(1) The mourners stood in a circle round the grave.
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