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The First Law of Geography, according to Waldo Tobler, is "everything is
related to everything else, but near things are more related than distant
things." This law is the foundation of the fundamental concepts of spatial
dependence and spatial autocorrelation. Without it, the full range of
conditions anywhere on the Earth's surface could in principle be found
packed within any small area. There would be no regions of approximately
homogeneous conditions to be described by giving attributes to area objects.
Topographic surfaces would vary chaotically, with slopes that were
everywhere infinite, and the contours of such surfaces would be infinitely
dense and contorted. Spatial analysis, and indeed life itself, would be

impossible.



