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Democracy means only that the people have the opportunity of accepting or refusing the

men who are to rule them.

2. In reality, decision-making power will always be concentrated in the hands of a small number
of political decision-takers.

3. The normal pattern of governance is one in which decisions are passed down from the
governors at the top to the governed beneath them.
Democracy is not, therefore, a mechanism for expressing and mobilizing the popular will.

5. Itis the name for that form of competition for the votes of the electorate through which

alternative elites compete for the right to rule.
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