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Sociology’s connection to civil society is as immediate as the connection of
economics to the economy, and both connections arethe product of history. Sociology
grew up in the 19th century with the birth of civil society. ... Where civil society died,
as in Stalinist Russia, Fascist Italy, or Pinochet’s Chile, sociology also disappeared.
Where civil society was resurgent, as in the perestroika twilight of the Soviet Union,
in the proliferation of community-labor organizations in South Africa or civil rights in
the United States — then sociology t00 Was resurgent. Sociology’s fate today depends

~on its connection to a vibrant civil society, and therefore the interest of sociology

coincides with the universal interest — humanity’s interest — in containing if not
repelling the terrorist state and the commodification of everything, that ruinous

combination we call neoliberalism.
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