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For much of the nineteenth century, the nervous system was a medical mystery,
inspiring scientific studies and exciting great public interest. Because of this
widespread fascination, the nerves came to explain the means by which mind
and body related to each other. By the 1830s, the nervous system helped
Americans express the consequences on the body, and for society, of major
historical changes. Literary writers used the nerves as a metaphor to re-imagine
the role of the self amidst political, social and religious tumults, including
debates about slavery and the revivals of the Second Great Awakening.

Please choose two American literary works to illustrate how they represent,
influence or differ from the cultural construction and vision of the body and
mind in the period. (50 £)

We have yet had no genius in America, with tyrannous eye, which knew the
value of our incomparable materials, and saw, in the barbarism and materialism
of the times, another carnival of the same gods whose picture he so much
admires in Homer; then in the middle age; then in Calvinism. Banks and tariffs,
the newspaper and caucus, methodism and unitarianism, are flat and dull to
dull people, but rest on the same foundations of wonder as the town of Troy,
and the temple of Delphos, and are as swiftly passing away. Our logrofling, our
stumps and their politics, our fisheries, our Negroes, and Indians, our boasts
and our repudiations, the wrath of rogues, and the pusillanimity of honest men,
the northern trade, the southern planting, the western clearing, Oregon, and
Texas, are yet unsung, Yet America is a poem in our eyes; its ample geography
dazzles the imagination, and it will not wait long for metres.

In a cogent and coherent essay, please clarify the abstraction of the excerpt and

compare it with two other American literary works that express some similar
kind of concept. (50 4-)
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