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L. Consider the following sentences. (20%)

a. The student put the book in the classroom.
b. The student read the book in the classroom.

1. Please list the theta-grid (or thematic role grid) for the underlined verb in each sentence. (10%)

2. According to your answers above, (a) please identity whether the prepositional phrase “in the
classroom” in each sentence is an argument or an adjunct, and (b) use at least one grammatical
test to show such a distinction. (10%)

IL. Consider the following sentence pairs. (30%)

James forced Jason to walk faster.
*James forced Jason to know the answer.
*James forced Jason to see a stranger.
James forced Jason to paint a picture.
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I. According to Vendler (1967), there are four classes of verbs: activities, accomplishments,
achievements, and states. Please label the (italicized) verb in each sentence with the corresponding
verb type. (20%)

2. Explain why the two verbs in (b) and (c) cannot pass the semantic test of using “force someone to
V. (10%)

II1. Decide whether the italicized noun phrases in the following sentences are specific or generic,
definite or indefinite. (Note that, if the sentence is ambiguous, you need to specify both
conditions with correct labels.) (30%)

His mother married an American.

James wants to marry an American.

The elephant is the largest land mammal.

The elephant is the largest mammal in the zoo.
Elephants have long trunks.
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IV. A recent widely discussed linguistic issue in Chinese is the so-called “EEE”. For example,

the use of “HEFT—{E THRIEIIE” or “HIRAKM—EEAHIBHE” with the template of
“YETT,/#+—{E+ Verb + BYEN{E /&3> is seen as a degenerate phenomenon. Do you
think such expressions are really harming our language, just like a cancer? Please justify your
answer from a linguistic point of view (no matter which aspect, syntax, semantics,
sociolinguistics...etc., you relate your discussion to is accepted). (20%)
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