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171. Backchannel Message From Secretary of State Vance and the President’s
Assistant for National Security Affairs (Brzezinski) to the Ambassador to the Republic
of China (Unger)

Washington, December 15, 1978, 15182

WH81623. 1. You are to request an immediate and urgent meeting with President
Chiang. You should encourage the President to see you alone or with one trusted
interpreter and indicate that the information you are conveying must be kept in the
strictest confidence. The United States has not yet informed anyone else. At this
morning meeting with President Chiang Ching-kuo you should deliver the following

message from the President.

2. President Carter has asked me to inform you that at 2100 hours EST on December

15 (10:00 A.M., December 16, Taipei time) he will announce that the United States

and the People’s Republic of China have agreed to establish diplomatic relations

effective January 1, 1979. In so doing the United States will recognize the People’s

Republic of China as the government of China and acknowledge the Chinese positioh )
that there is but one China and Taiwan is a part of it.

3. Although diplomatic relations between the United States and the Republic of
China will cease on January 1, the President wishes to assure you that there need be
no interruption in practical relations between our people. These relationships can be
facilitated, if you agree, through non-governmental agencies.

4. To insure continuity in trade, travel, and other practical ties, all our existing
agreements, with the exception of the Mutual Defense Treaty of 1954, will remain in

effect until substitute arrangements.can be worked out.
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