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Phonemic awareness (PA) taught with letters is more effective than PA taught without letters. Letters
help children grasp and manipulate sounds that are ephemeral. Letters also help children transfer their PA
skills to reading and writing tasks.

PA skills resulted in the biggest boost in reading for at-risk students. PA instruction had positive
effects for all learners and transferred to reading across all conditions and characteristics studied. At-risk
readers gained as much from PA training as normally-developing children.

Teaching children PA skills of segmenting and blending along with letter identification and how to
apply PA skills in reading words produce better outcomes on reading comprehension as well as word and
pseudoword reading.

PA training also improved spelling than alternative forms of training, except outcomes were
insignificant for 2"- to 6"-grade disabled readers, perhaps due to their processing difficulties.
Improvement in reading and spelling lasted beyond the immediate training period.

Adapted from National Reading Panel (2002)
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1. English Composition (50%b)

Recently, picking the Word of the Year has become a trend in Taiwan. Please use one English word
to summarize the year of 2014 in your life and explain your reasons. Write an organized essay to support

your ideas.
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