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I. Composition (70%)

Topic

Learning a new language is like traveling along a long winding road; no one knows to what
end the road will lead the travelers. As research has shown, various factors are involved in the
shaping of the language learning process, such as age, gender, etc. Research also shows that
while some factors may assist the learners to do the learning better, others will lead them to the
dead end. Conflicting viewpoints exist regarding which factor exerts more influence than the
other in affecting the learning process as well as in what ways the process is to be influenced by
these factors. At the moment, only tentative conclusions and implications can be drawn if
interested language teachers hope to gather some ideas from the literature to better their
teaching.

Directions
Write an essay with at least 400 words to:

1. describe any two or three factors that in your opinion, may affect negatively the language
learning process, with examples to illustrate in what ways they will affect the process; and

2. based on the above descriptions, make suggestions for English teachers in Taiwan who are
finding ways to sharpen their teaching performances. (Please note: You may need to
provide relevant information about the students of the teachers, such as their ages or
proficiency levels, etc.)
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