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Global food prices remain near a record high, according to the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO). High food prices - particularly those of wheat,
rice and corn - have sparked civil unrest in a range of countries where people
rely on them for the bulk of their food intake. They were one of the factors that
drove people on to the streets of Arab countries earlier this year. A global food
crisis in 2008 also triggered mass protests, including riots in some developing

countries.
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