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The latest report declares that Apple requires its suppliers to “provide safe working conditions, treat workers with
dignity and respect, and use environmentally responsible manufacturing processes.” This claim, issued for public
consumption in the US and other markets, bears no relationship to the harsh regimes throughout the factories of its
suppliers in China and other countries. Apple’s reputation was undermined in 2010 by a series of suicides at
Foxconn, its  largest supplier, in which 14 people died. Young workers jumped to their deaths from factory
buildings due to the long hours of exhausting labour, and abusive and humiliating discipline, enforced by
Foxconn’s army camp-style management. These exploitative conditions in original equipment manufacturers
(OEMs) in China are the direct responsibility of the major corporations that they supply. The chief concerns of
companies like Apple are low costs, good quality and on-time shipments to out-compete their rivals. The OEMs,
mainly owned by capitalists from Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan and China, operate on low profit
margins and are under considerable pressure to be competitive. [ Ben McGrath (2012) Apple’s sweatshop supply

chain > http://wsws.org/articles/2012/feb2012/appl-f07.shtml, Feb 7 }
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