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W. L. Gore & Associates (Gore), maker of GORE-TEX Fabric and thousands of other
market-leading products, has earned a spot on Fast Company magazine's 2009 "Fast 50" list of the

world’s most innovative companies.

Gore, which began in 1958 as a wire and cable manufacturer, is a multi-billion dollar global leader
in the fabrics, medical, industrial and electronic products markets. In addition to GORE-TEX®
Fabric, it is best known for such products as GLIDE® Floss and ELIXIR® Guitar Strings.

"At Gore, we apply leading-edge materials technology to create innovative solutions for highly
challenging applications. From our waterproof and breathable fabrics to our lifesaving medical
devices, we make products that truly impact people’s lives," said Jack Kramer, global technology

leader at Gore. "

In its "Fast 50" list, Fast Company magazine highlights three of Gore's recent innovations - GORE
OPTIFADE Concealment, a cutting-edge camouflage pattern engineered with a deer’s vision
system in mind; GORE inLIGHTEN Window Screens, a unique window screen made with an
ultrafine material that makes it appear virtually invisible; and a yet-to-be-named technology that
adds fire resistance to such materials as nylon and polyester while maintaining the performance and

comfort of Gore's traditional outerwear.

Fast Company magazine also highlights Gore's Medical Products Division which has provided
creative therapeutic solutions to complex medical problems for three decades. During that time,
more than 25 million innovative Gore Medical Devices have been implanted, saving and improving
the quality of lives worldwide. One of medical devices in the "Fast 50" list was the GORE HELEX
Septal Occluder for the treatment of atrial septal defect (ASD; & 5 ¥ [&#k48). The GORE
HELEX Septal Occluder is the first device of its kind to use ePTFE, a biocompatible material that
allows progressive tissue ingrowth, to help seal the defect. Approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) in 2006, the device is permanently implanted in a minimally invasive

procedure through a catheter-based delivery system for the treatment of ASD.
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