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Issues in Developing Resilience

Because hazards can strike with little or no warning, an important component
of people’s resilience is the degree to which they are prepared in ways that
increase their ability to copy with, adapt to, and recover from the hazard
impact (e.g. household emergency plans and resources, the ability to work
with others to confront local problems, and the capacity for self-resilience).
This chapter argues that strategies to develop this capacity must
accommodate two issues. The first relates to the infrequent and complex
nature of consequences of nature hazards The second concerns the fact that
community members strive to interpret and impose meaning on these
infrequent, complex events and their consequences, and that it is the
outcome of this interpretive process rather than the information itself that
determines whether people prepare to confront possible hazard events.

------ Paton, Douglas and Jang, Li-ju (2011: 82) ““Disaster resilience:
exploring all hazards and cross-cultural perspectives”, in
DeMond Shondel! Miller and Jason David Rivera (eds).
Community Disaster Recovery and Resiliency: Exploring global
opportunities and challenges. New York: Taylor & Francis Group.
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