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We are all designers. We manipulate the environment, the better to serve our
needs. We select what items to own, which to have around us. We build, buy,
arrange, and restructure: all this is a form of design. When consciously,
deliberately rearranging objects on our desks, the furniture in our living rooms,
and the things we keep in our cars, we are designing. Through these personal acts
of design, we transform the otherwise anonymous, commonplace things and
spaces of everyday life into our own things and places. Through our designs, we
transform houses into homes, spaces into places, things into belongings. While
we may not have any control over the design of the many objects we purchase,
we do control which we select and how, where, and when they are to be used.
Sit down and decide where to put your coffee cup, your pencil, the book you are

reading, and the paper you wish to write on — you are designing.

~ #%E Norman, Donald A. 2004. Emotional Design. NY: Basic Books. pp. 224-225
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