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= TEEB XA EETSE (52 ) (Aristotle, Poetics)5JLEE " ......a poet's
object is not to tell what actually happened but what could and would happen either
probably or inevitably. The difference between a historian and a poet is not that one
writes in prose and the other in verse— indeed the writings of Herodotus coulc& be put
into verse and yet would still be a kind of history, whether written in metre or not. The
real difference is this, that one tells what happened and the other what might happen.
For this reason poetry is something more scientific and serious than history, because
poetry tends to give general truths while history gives particular facts. By a " general
truth” I mean the sort of thing that a certain type of man will do or say either probably

= e -~ ot necessarily. That is what poctry aims at in giving names to the characters, A
"particular fact" is what Alcibiades did or what was done to him. | FHIR 1 ?E}_E;J{;
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