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1) Greek Prime Minister Lucas Papademos is meeting coalition parties in an

2)

3)

4)

attempt to seal an austerity agreement to secure a new European
Union/International Monetary Foundation bailout.

The three parties were handed the draft after final touches were agreed
between the PM and European Union , European Central Bank and
International Monetary Foundation officials. The accord is likely to include a
20% minimum wage reduction, pension cuts and 15,000 civil service

lay-offs, and has prompted further mass protest. (8 February 2012, BBC News)
15%

German exports set record of a trillion euros in 2011.

Germany's trade surplus reached 158bn euros in 2011 on record exports
that rose 11.49% to top 1tn euros for the first time. The national statistics
office also said that imports rose 13.2% to reach an all-time high of 902bn
euros. In 2010, the trade surplus for Europe's biggest economy was 155bn
euros. Meanwhile, the Bank of France has warned that the eurozone's

second biggest economy would stagnate in the first three months of 2012.
(8 February 2012, BBC News) 15%

The largest of the Balkan countries, Romania has dramatic mountain
scenery and a coastline on the Black Sea.

Romania, a slower developer than other former communist countries
of eastern Europe, took a major step away from its past when it was
one of seven countries to join North Atlantic Treaty Organization in
late March 2004. Its strategic location and Black Sea air and naval
bases make it attractive to the alliance. Former communists
dominated politics until 1996.Failure to push ahead sufficiently with
reforms meant that the country was not on the list of new EU
members. However, in April 2005 Bucharest signed the European
Union accession treaty, paving the way for Romania eventually to join
the union in January 2007. (7 February 2012, BBC News) 20%

Aircraft maker Airbus has been ordered to check all A380 superjumbo
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planes currently in service after cracks were found in wing
components.

The European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) has ordered all 68
Airbus A380 superjumbo planes currently in operation to be checked.
It extends an earlier check of 20 A380 jets, whose wings are made in
North Wales, ordered by the EASA last month. Airbus reiterated the
"safe operation of the [A380] planes is not affected". The
superjumbo’'s maker said it had already started implementing a
temporary fix to the problem and a permanent fix would be rolled out
shortly. Philippa Oldham, Institution of Mechanical Engineers, said:”
An aircraft would not be allowed to fly unless it was deemed to be
fully airworthy. ” (7 February 2012, BBC News) 20%

- arnier R ACRHIER R 3L (30 %)

1. BRNHYZESR
H BT ECFI SR ERFHERIZE IR EARELEL 100 26 ASEL - 5 EEEFEIH T EERE B
BN T REFRIAM - BURFPREROL TR T B i - (20124 2 H 3
H, BBC News) 10%

2. TEABFEHARE
HRBBWNKR » —4PED GRS —EHER(E - "RER G LIENE RS AZ -
R BRI IR S G TR BEHERE » TRE—R » Al
W FFEEEHGTEAE T LR E R ATERERE RISk, - (20124E 15 20H, BBC
News) 10%

3. Bt
REI—EPEERIEIZRE - SRS FIRAGRIERTCRE TIRSHRER R R
A —SEEEN - KR - EBEERIITEMAHLEE RS REZ R - (2011
.9 A 29 H, BBC News) 10%




