(0= R SR LA Sk | NBM WIE3R9 BRD &
ARM% 2 R (REAE [ R)

#B: RHEEX wmi: FHPABLHE
Ve BRI AT - W o

T FAEE (50%)

AR T IE—BaCE

Read the following passage and answer the questions at the end.
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THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON

Making sure that rain falls at the right time is very important in ancient Chinese religion.
Clearly, the best way of obtaining rain is to hold a dragon dance. The details of the dragon dance
are elaborated in the Chungiu Fanlu. However, it should be noted that these details were probably
written some centuries after the original book was compiled. They give a complicated picture of a
religion with very precise figures for the number and size of dragons required at different times of
the year.

In Spring the main dragon should be eighty feet long and in Winter only sixty feet. It should
be green in Spring, red in Summer and black in Winter. There should also be from four to eight
small dragons to help the main dragon. In the Fall eight small dragons are required but in
midsummer only four, in Spring seven. Moreover in the Fall the small dragons must keep a good
distance from each other but at midsummer they can be closer together. The performers who held
the dragons had to fast for three days before the dragon dance began.

Frogs were also collected and put in tanks that were one foot deep. In Spring and Summer
five frogs were collected. It was widely held that the croaking of frogs was a sign that it would
rain. The connection between frogs and rain is found not only in China, but also in Aftica, in
ancient Rome and in Korea.

When too much rain falls earthenware suns are made and used to block water channels.
Wells are covered over and women are forbidden from traveling or going to the market. Officials
must fast for three days and offer pigs, grain, salt and wine at the shrines dedicated to the god of
the soil. Drums are beaten but no songs are sung. After three days the rain will stop and then the
sky will be clear again.

Even today people pray for good weather and an end to typhoons and heavy rain. We may
not use dragons, frogs or earthenware suns to control the weather but we do believe that God will

care for us and send us the proper weather for the season.
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1. In Spring what color is the main dragon? How long is it? How many
small dragons accompany it? (10%)

2. In Spring how many frogs are collected? How deep is their pool? (10%)
3. What preparation must the performers of the dragon dance make? (10%)

4. What is offered to the shrine of the god of the soil to pray for an end to
rain? (10%)

5. Translate into Chinese: (10%)
We may not use dragons, frogs or earthenware suns to control the

weather but we do believe that God will care for us and send us the
proper weather for the season. Sl

NOTE 5513 : ALL ANSWERS MUST BE IN CHINESE /8 8 th a7 %%

R B3GR (50% )

R GREREBEZHERE) BE B8 500 2550/08
3 BERGHEU TRASETRE TERE, Lo

¥ & LHARE TAHSRE, LS
2ABRMBE BT ERBER -
3AERNAERTEERH LR -2 - FRIAETHREZTR 2z R RR -




