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1. Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook’s founder and chief executive, has talked for years about the
notion of a “social graph” which connects people to their friends and all of the things they are
interested in. By encouraging hundreds of millions of people to share their deeds and reveal
their innermost thoughts, profane or profound, online, his company has in effect mapped a
portion of this graph on its computers. According to the Onion, a satirical publication, the
whole thing was the CIA’s idea; digging up this amount of information the old-fashioned way

would have cost the spooks a fortune.

(Word count: 97 words. An excerpt from The value of friendship, The Economist, February
4th, 2012.)

2. We live in time—it holds us and moulds us—but I’ve never felt [ understood it very well.
And I’m not referring to theories about how it bends and doubles back, or may exist elsewhere
in parallel versions. No, I mean ordinary, everyday time, which clocks and watches assure us
passes regularly: tick-tock, click-clock. Is there anything more plausible than a second hand?
And yet it takes only the smallest pleasure or pain to teach us time’s malleability. Some
emotions speed it up, other slow it down; occasionally, it seems to go missing—until the

eventual point when it really does go missing, never to return.

(Word count: 107, an excerpt from Julian Barnes (2011), The sense of an ending. New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, pp. 3-4.)
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