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Please choose the correct and most appropriate answer from the choices
provided and mark your answer on the answer sheet.

1.

6.

10.

A.Vocabulary and written expressions

The well-known author has decided to

(a) paint another masterpiece  (b) write another novel (c) open store
(d) seeking treatment

. Once every two or three years each classroom cleaned and then painted.

(@) are  (b) is sweetly (c) are profoundly  (d) is thoroughly

The Department of Health its influenza prevention measures by
expanding the government’s distribution of antiviral medications.
(@) is upgrading  (b) isaddedto :(c)tryingtoadd (d) bargaining

Compared with the same period Iast year, the flu outbreak this year has been
(a) less good (b) less severe  (c)more orless  (d) less satisfied

The findings of the new study give industries a wider choices in promoting
environmental protection and sustainable development.
(@) numbers of  (b)rangeof  (c) numberin  (d) range to

A spokesperson said the government would likely produce a draft of the new TV
ratings system by the of this year.

(a) center (b) ending (c) middle (d) time slots

A Taiwanese selected as the host of a TV cooking series in the US.
(@) chef has been  (b) cookeris  (c) cooker has been  (d) chief want

It has been reported that the Taiwan Railway Administration is considering
canceling tickets for Tzuchiang-class trains.
(a) standing-room-only  (b) the most cheapest  (c) scenery  (d) one of

By the student’'s own , he plagiarized the material.
(a) requirements (b) admission  (c) admitted to (d) requesting

When construction of the nuclear waste stcrage site started in 1978, locals were
told that the government was building a factory for canned food that would
provide people with many new opportunities.

(a) photographic (b) photography  (c) employment (d) eat and drink
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B. Cloze

In most education 11 in the world, secondary (or high school) education
takes place during the teenage years. In the United States, Canada and Australia,
primary and secondary education together are sometimes referred 12 as K-12
education. The purpose __13 secondary education can be to provide common
knowledge, to __14 _ higher education or to train directly for a profession.

Secondary education in the United States emerged only in 1910, 15 by
the rise in big businesses and technological advances in factories (for instance, the
emergence of electrification), that required 16 workers. 17 to meet this
new job demand, high schools were created and the curriculum focused on practical
job skills that would better prepare students for white collar or skilled blue collar work.
This proved to 18 for both the employer and the employee, because this
improvement in human capital encouraged greater efficiency among employees, which
lowered costs forthe __ 19, and skilled employees received a higher __ 20 than
employees with just primary educational attainment.

11. (a) areas (b) systems (c) categorizations (d) schools

12. (a) by (b) of (c) under (d) to

13. (@) to (b) of (c) with (d) by

14. (a) prepare for (b) look after  (c) look for (d) find

15. (a) discouraged (b) starts {c) stimulated (d) startled

16. (a) skilled (b) skills (c) hard (d) enjoyable

17. (a) So to order (b) By order (c) In order (d) Whenever

18. (a) wonderful (b) emerge (c) be fabulous (d) be beneficial

19. (a) employer (b) parents (c) students (d) brothers and sisters
20. (a) attrition rate (b) wage (c) difference (d) rate of acclimation
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C. Reading Comprehension

Coaching culture needs to end, say top students

The Australian Board of Studies should do all it can to produce challenging
university entrance exam papers to guard against the impact of coaching colleges,
drilling and memorization, say two of the smartest young minds in the country.

Timothy Loggins, 17, and Harry Stafford, 18, both friends from Sydney High
school, were equal first in French. Harry also topped Ancient Greek studies, while
Timothy was first in mathematics. Hard is good, said Timothy. "One of the things the
Board needs the power to do is produce exam papers which students find incredibly
difficult because that's the sort of thing which stops cultures of coaching, drilling and
general practice which are the absolute opposite of what you want to see in
education," he said. '

He fears coaching is robbing math of its essence, the opportunity to learn
analytical and creative thought processes. "When you start talking about students
going to cram schools on the weekends and doing completely ludicrous amounts of
drill exercises then really you are taking something away [from the subject],” Timothy
said.

But unfortunately, he said, it works. "Math is one of the subjects where
coaching really, really helps you get higher results," said Timothy, who will pursue the
subject at university. "Many people have stopped thinking of education as education,
and have started thinking of it as education for getting marks." Timothy, who was never
coached, believes 60-70 per cent of classmates at his school were.

Harry, who plans to study law, said the problem was more prevalent in English
literature. "It's become a game of memorizing your essay, or memorizing an essay that
may not be yours for some students - which is a problem," Harry said. "With math, in
particular, there is no knowing what they're going to throw at you and the course
remains pure in that respect. | think, to some extent, the gaming of the system is
inevitable, particularly when you place high stakes on one exam like English literature.

"But there's not that much the Board of Studies can do to stop gaming when
people are really that dedicated to gaming the system." Mr. Tom Dale, head of the
Board of Studies, said every major exam in the world has to keep a close eye on
gaming strategies. "But often pre-preparation and memorizing facts and formulas is
seen as being gaming, but it isn't. It's fair preparation,” he said. "The really outstanding
students will mix memorizing with originality and today is confirmation of that."

(Adapted from a news story by Andrew Stevenson, Sydney Morning Herald, Dec. 14, 2011.)
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21. Timothy and Harry both think that cram schools mainly lead to:

(a) lots of fun for the students

(b) hard work by a large number of students

(c) undesirable consequences for education

(d) some students doing badly because they're bored

22. Timothy's view on education is that it should give learners the chance:

(a) to experience a great deal of enjoyment
(b) to use more creativity and analytical skills
(c) earn a good living

(d) make a decent salary when they get older

23. In paragraph 5, there is a sentence that begins, “With math, in particular,

there is no knowing what they're going to throw at you ...”
What do you think “throw at you” means here?

(a) take away from you

(b) keep you honest and pure

(c) fool you

(d) give you

24. In paragraph 5, in the expression, “gaming the system”, infer what “gaming”

means.
(a) helping  (b) taking advantage of (c) adhering to

25. The head of the Board of Studies, Tom Dale:
(a) tends to support cram schools
(b) dislikes cram schoois
(c) likes highly original work
(d) has no real view of the effects of cram schools

(d) enjoying
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