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The basic facts of the modern world are, in a word, unthinkable and thus unspeakable. They are because the
modern has held itself to such a high standard before which it has failed. Is it possible to think the
unthinkable? Not in so many words. But it is possible to give it a go— to try to formulate the possible causes
of the misery, then to suggest the way beyond them. Marx thought that the cause was the exploitative
structure of capitalism. Not a bad explanation, but as time went by his idea that a post-capitalist revolution
would heal all wounds has proven a failure. Emile Durkheim, the great French contemporary of Max Weber,
believed that the problem with the modern age was that there remained nothing like religion to guide the
members of a society. He thought that cultural education would fill the gap and guide the modern man of the
future. Yet, hopes aside, his answer has nowhere proven itself effective.

HiJ& : Charles Lemert, 2010, “What Is Social Theory?”, in: Anthony Elliot ed., The Routledge Companion to Social
Theory. London: Routledge, p.13.
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