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CHER TR MELFX (BB 155 #£3049)

1.From its experience with this crisis of selfhood or subjecthood, feminist theory can
offer anthropology two useful reminders. First, the self is always a construction,
never a natural or found entity, even if it has that appearance. Second, the process of
creating a self through opposition to an other always entails the violence of
repressing or ignoring other forms of difference.

2.Thus, without denying that biological facts like reproduction leave their mark on
women's lives, I would insist that facts of this sort do not themselves explain or help
us to describe sexual hierarchies in relation to either domestic or public life. To
claim that family shapes women is, ultimately, to forget that families themselves are
things that men and women actively create and that these vary with particulars of
social context.
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