

Part I: Vocabulary (30%)
1. The agricultural revolutions stimulated many people in the countryside to seek a new life in the city.
	(A) awakened
	(B)sparked  
	(C) discouraged
	(D) moved


2. It is the rate of change humans are inflicting that will lead to biological devastation.

	(A) imposing
	(B) predicting  
	(C) projecting
	(D) mounting


3. Newborn snakes are capable of making very subtle assessments of the degree of threat posed by a particular predator.

	(A) small  
	(B) light
	(C) delicate
	(D) accurate


4. The orchestra has become the most important vehicle for the transmission of musical thought.

	(A) car
	(B) medium  
	(C) way
	(D) transport


5. Carbon dioxide helps crops convert solar energy into food energy.

	(A) return
	(B) manipulate
	(C) transform
	(D) resist


6. A pencil and paper decision-making procedure permits people to deal with more variables than their minds can generally comprehend.

	(A) take
	(B) tolerate
	(C) extend
	(D) understand


7. She has had an amiable disposition since she was little.

	(A) pleasant
	(B) quiet
	(C) rare
	(D) faulty


8. A speaker’s tone can consciously or unconsciously reflect intuitive sympathy or antipathy.

	(A) obvious
	(B) instinctive
	(C) direct
	(D) emotional


9. Human eyes excel in other ways than those of other animals.

	(A) prevail  
	(B) dim
	(C) look
	(D)observe


10. In addition to these pursuits, women were found in many different kinds of employment.

	(A) interests
	(B) hobbies
	(C) occupations  
	(D) chases


11. Reviewers find productivity of such magnitude difficult to assess.

	(A) rate  
	(B) ignore  
	(C) estimate
	(D) base


12. Modern computers can quickly compile and analyze this large volume of weather information.

	(A) compare  
	(B) collect
	(C) calculate
	(D) process


13. Political apathy is prevailing among young people all over the nation.

	(A) immorality
	(B) interest
	(C) indifference
	(D) comments


14. The television’s contribution to family life has been an equivocal one.

	(A) balanced  
	(B)disputable  
	(C) certain
	(D) major


15. The danger of fire gave an impetus to the use of more durable material.

	(A) purpose  
	(B) reason  
	(C) power  
	(D) incentive


Part II. Cloze (30%)

This part of the test has two passages. Each passage contains seven or eight missing words or phrases. Beneath each passage, you will see seven or eight items, each with four choices, marked A, B, C, D. You are to choose the best answer for each missing word or phrase in the two passages. Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the question and mark your answer.

Questions 16-22
Volcanoes are mountains or hills formed by the accumulation of materials erupted through one or more openings (called volcanic vents) in the earth’s    (16)   . The term volcano can also    (17)    to the vents themselves. Most volcanoes have steep sides,    (18)    some can be gently sloping mountains or even flat tablelands, plateaus, or plains. The volcanoes above sea    (19)    are the best known, but the vast    (20)    of the world’s volcanoes lie    (21)    the sea, formed along the global oceanic ridge    (22)    that crisscross the ocean floor.
	16.
	A.
	surface
	20.
	A.
	majority

	
	B.
	survey
	
	B.
	horizon

	
	C.
	surmount
	
	C.
	minor

	
	D.
	surgery
	
	D.
	maximum

	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.
	A.
	remind
	21.
	A.
	beneath

	
	B.
	retake
	
	B.
	beside

	
	C.
	renown
	
	C.
	over

	
	D.
	refer
	
	D.
	between

	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.
	A.
	therefore
	22.
	A.
	cyclones

	
	B.
	for
	
	B.
	systems

	
	C.
	but
	
	C.
	wave

	
	D.
	where
	
	D.
	frame

	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.
	A.
	tall
	
	
	

	
	B.
	elevate
	
	
	

	
	C.
	lever
	
	
	

	
	D.
	level
	
	
	


Questions 23-30

In 1952 less than 60 percent of people over the age of 15 in Taiwan could read and write. Educational    (23)    in 1968 extended compulsory education to 9 years: Taiwan’s     (24)    rate climbed to 94 percent by l994. Education is free and compulsory for children    (25)    the ages of 6 and 15, when students    (26)    junior high school. About 20    (27)    of junior high graduates    (28)    the high school entrance exam and about two-thirds attend vocational schools. Taiwan has more than 100 colleges and universities, with a total attendance of more     (29)    700,000 students. Major institutions of     (30)    education include National Taiwan University, in Taipei; National Central University, in Zhongli; National Zhongxing University, in Taizhong; National Cheng Gong University, in Tainan; and National Zhongshan University, in Gaoxiong.

	23.
	A.
	books
	27.
	A.  
	person

	
	B.
	remade
	
	B.
	perform

	
	C.
	reforms
	
	C.
	percent

	
	D.
	renew
	
	D.
	pertain

	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.
	A.
	literary
	28.
	A.
	pass

	
	B.
	literate
	
	B.
	poorly

	
	C.
	literacy
	
	C.
	patent

	
	D.
	litter
	
	D.
	partake

	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.
	A.
	on
	29.
	A.
	over

	
	B.
	over
	
	B.
	in

	
	C.
	in
	
	C.
	the

	
	D.
	between
	
	D.
	than

	
	
	
	
	
	

	26.
	A.
	contemplate
	30.
	A.
	heighten

	
	B.
	control
	
	B.
	high

	
	C.
	concern
	
	C.
	higher

	
	D.
	complete
	
	D.
	height


Part III. Reading (40%)

In this part of the test, you will read several passages. Each passage is followed by several questions. You are to choose the best answer, A, B, C, or D, to each question on the basis of what is stated or implied in the passage. Then, on your answer sheet, find the number of the question and mark your answer.

Questions 31-35

Tea is an indispensable part of Chinese life, both historically and in modern times. A Chinese saying identifies the seven basic daily necessities as fuel, rice, oil, salt, soy sauce, vinegar, and tea.

The custom of drinking tea is deeply ingrained in almost every Chinese, and has been so for over a thousand years. During the mid-T’ang Dynasty, a man named Lu Yu entered the Buddhist monkhood early in life, but returned when older to secular life. Lu later became best known for summarizing the knowledge and experience of his predecessors and contemporaries into the first compendium in the world on tea—the Tea Classic. The Tea Classic helped to popularize the art of tea drinking all across China, making avid tea drinkers of everyone from emperor and minister to street hawker and soldier. Even the neighboring countries of Korea, Japan, and Southeast Asia came to adopt the tea drinking custom.

Still, Western visitors to East Asia often notice a difference between the tea cultures of China and Japan; whereas Japanese tea drinking is as much about the ritual as the quality of the beverage, in China it is all about the tea. It doesn’t matter if you are drinking it from a plastic cup, or sitting on a plastic chair, what matters is enjoying some good tea in the company of friends.

To a certain extent (and again, the situation is somewhat different in Japan), tea in China plays the role of alcohol in most Western societies: it acts as a social laxative. While attitudes to drink and drunkenness remain conservative in most sections of Confucian society, tea remains a healthy and socially acceptable way of getting together and talking openly. Western guests may find the widespread aversion to alcohol frustrating and even a little dull, but many Chinese, even young people with easy access to Western alcohol culture, seem to find in the properties of tea all they need to relax and unwind together.
Recently, a huge marketing campaign was launched in Britain to get young people back drinking tea again. In Taiwan, as elsewhere in Asia, there seems little need for such efforts, even as coffee becomes a more and more popular alternative.

	31.
	What is the main topic of this passage?

	
	A.
	The art of making teapots.

	
	B.
	The invention of tea.

	
	C.
	The popularization of tea in China.

	
	D.
	Tea in Korea and Japan.


	32.
	According to the article, what event made tea popular across China?

	
	A.
	The publication of the Tea Classic.

	
	B.
	The discovery of new kinds of tea.

	
	C.
	The availability of inexpensive tea.

	
	D.
	The popularity of tea in Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia.


	33.
	Which of the following is a point the author makes about tea in Chinese societies?

	
	A.
	It is one of the four basic food groups.

	
	B.
	Tea leaves are often burned in religious ceremonies.

	
	C.
	It is a highly important part of daily life.

	
	D.
	It is delicious and easy to obtain.


	34.
	What is the main difference cited between tea-drinking culture in China and tea-drinking culture in Japan?

	
	A.
	In Japan, alcohol is often used as a substitute for tea.

	
	B.
	In China, the tea is more important than the ceremony.

	
	C.
	In Japan, tea is not such an important part of daily life.

	
	D.
	None of the above.


	35.
	Which of the following best describes the author’s view of the current health of the tea market in Asia?

	
	A.
	There urgently needs to be a marketing campaign to promote tea drinking among the young, just as there was in Britain.

	
	B.
	The tea market is under threat from coffee.

	
	C.
	The tea market is under threat from alcohol.

	
	D.
	Tea seems to be as popular as ever.


Questions 36-40

Most people admire the sculpted physiques and powerful muscles of bodybuilders, but few of us consider the psychological problems associated with bodybuilding. It is a little-known fact that many bodybuilders are addicted to their sport, choosing to work out rather than find a steady job or maintain a solid romantic relationship. The problem applies to bodybuilders of all ages and of both genders.
Psychologists have recently begun to discover that the root cause of this addiction may be the atmosphere in the gym. Many people who take up bodybuilding do so because they do not like the way their bodies look in the first place. This poor self-image points to underlying problems with self-esteem that later leads to addiction. Once the sport produces tangible and increasing differences in the appearance, and other gym users begin to give positive comments about these improvements, bodybuilders can get hooked on the atmosphere at gyms.

Bodybuilders, like other professional sportsmen, also find it more difficult than ordinary people to maintain healthy relationships. The kind of single-minded dedication required to succeed in sport as time-intensive as bodybuilding naturally entails a kind of selfishness that only few partners will be able to deal with over the long run. As bodybuilders must pay constant attention to what they eat, when they eat, when they train and even when they sleep, the pressure on partners to work around the bodybuilder’s all-important training schedule can become too much to bear.
And perhaps more than any other type of sportsperson, bodybuilders are prone to the depression that often accompanies the waning of one’s professional powers. As they get older and their muscles begin to atrophy, bodybuilders may respond by increasing the intensity of their already ridiculous training schedules, in a hopeless attempt to fight the creeping march of time.
Still, like most other things in life, bodybuilding can be good for people in moderation. Perhaps no other form of exercise is as psychologically empowering or physically pleasurable, a cure for depression rather than a cause. The key for most people, perhaps, is to find a happy balance between hobby and obsession. For those considering a career as a professional bodybuilder, it is worth pausing to examine one’s motivations, and also the likely negative consequences of such a choice for one’s relationships and even, in some causes, for one’s own psychological well-being.

	36.
	What is best title for this article?

	
	A.
	The Effects of Using Steroids.

	
	B.
	The Downside of Bodybuilding.

	
	C.
	The Benefits of Working Out.

	
	D.
	Building One’s Self-Esteem.


	37.
	According to the article, what spurs many people to get involved in bodybuilding?

	
	A.
	The loss of a loved one’s support.

	
	B.
	The encouragement of others.

	
	C.
	A poor self-image.

	
	D.
	The desire for greater physical endurance.


	38.
	Which of the following is NOT listed as a reason for addiction to bodybuilding?

	
	A.
	Praise from other bodybuilders.

	
	B.
	A negative body image.

	
	C.
	Poor nutrition.

	
	D.
	Constant improvements in appearance.


	39.
	Which of the following best summarizes the reasons given for why bodybuilders may have problems in relationships?

	
	A.
	Bodybuilding can become a 24-hour-a-day obsession, leaving no room for other people.

	
	B.
	The depression which causes people to become bodybuilders in the first place is itself an obstacle to building healthy relationships with people.

	
	C.
	People may get into relationships with bodybuilders only for their bodies.

	
	D.
	All of the above.


	40.
	Which of the following best summarizes the author’s attitude to bodybuilding?

	
	A.
	Bodybuilding is a dangerous sport.

	
	B.
	Bodybuilding is a vain and selfish pursuit.

	
	C.
	Bodybuilding is healthy in moderation.

	
	D.
	Bodybuilding is a beautiful art form


Questions 41-45

When you enter a Chinese Opera theater in Taipei, the first thing you will notice is a brilliant, lavishly embroidered hanging. Performers will then stride on stage to the sound of strings and woodwinds, or the clanging of gongs and drums. 
First may be a handsome, sturdy young man in warrior garb, somersaulting across the stage and displaying his martial skills. Next may follow a young woman veiled by strings of pearls and dressed in silk brocade, singing in a gentle, feminine voice and performing a dance. Then there is the famous Monkey King Sun Wu-k’ung, of the opera Journey to the West, with his twitching, scratching, and mischievous simian articles. These characters are all representative of China’s traditional National Opera, or Peking Opera.

Every week, Taiwan’s three television stations air prerecorded or live Peking Opera performances, bringing high quality Chinese Opera into everybody’s living room. One program teaches children to appreciate this traditional art through a lively presentation of the history, symbolism, and performance of Peking Opera. Most radio stations offer programs that feature the best of Peking Opera through records of outstanding past performances as well as live broadcasts. These efforts go a long way to keeping the art vital and popular.
So too has Chen Kaige’s 2009 firm Forever Enthralled, based on the life of famous Chinese opera performer Mei Lanfang. The main theme of the film, as the English title suggests, is the perennial power and relevance of Beijing Opera as and art form. The film culminates with the first performance of Beijing Opera in New York in 1929; despite its totally foreign flavour, the performance is warmly received by the New York audience.
The film is also, however, a poignant reminder of the vulnerability of Beijing Opera in a crowded cultural marketplace. Indeed, the film reminds us, Beijing Opera has always fought for wider recognition and respect, and the rapid modernization of Taiwan and China in recent decades has created a preference, especially among the young, for the modern over the ancient, and for instant over delayed gratification. The long, slow beauty of Beijing Opera seems at odds with the pace and bustle of modern life. Yet perhaps, more optimistically, Beijing Opera as an art form has always been behind the times, an echo of an idealized past.

	41.
	What is this passage mainly about?

	
	A.
	Taiwanese Theater.

	
	B.
	Chinese Opera in Taiwan.

	
	C.
	The Monkey King.

	
	D.
	The Actors in Peking Operas.


	42.
	Which character is NOT mentioned as representative of traditional Chinese opera?

	
	A.
	The Monkey King.

	
	B.
	A young warrior.

	
	C.
	A young woman.

	
	D.
	A fortuneteller.


	43.
	According to the article, what are the key elements of traditional Chinese opera?

	
	A.
	Recorded music only.

	
	B.
	Spoken words.

	
	C.
	Music, singing and dance.

	
	D.
	Puppetry.


	44.
	Chen Kaige’s firm Forever Enthralled is best described as belonging to which genre?

	
	A.
	Biography

	
	B.
	Documentary

	
	C.
	Social history

	
	D.
	Fantasy


	45.
	Which of the following best describes the author’s biggest fear about the future of Beijing Opera?

	
	A.
	Young people these days probably don’t have the patience to appreciate Beijing Opera.

	
	B.
	Nobody respects Beijing Opera anymore.

	
	C.
	The quality of Beijing Opera performances these days is not what it used to be.

	
	D.
	There is too much competition in the cultural marketplace these days.


Questions 46-50
The Boy Scouts of America, a personal development organization focused on boys aged 7-18, was founded in the United States in 1908. The Scouts organization was immediately popular, and has remained so for more than 90 years. The Boy Scouts of America has had over 105 million members pass through its ranks.

Scouting seeks to enrich and educate the entire boy; the physical, mental, spiritual, and social aspects of personal development are all emphasized. Boy Scout activities include outdoor adventures such as camping, hiking canoeing and fishing; sporting competitions’ indoor activities such as performance and storytelling; and community service projects.

Boy Scouts earn a variety of badges and awards for achievement. The organizational structure is based on a meritocracy; the boys with the most achievements and awards are given leadership positions within the troop. A typical troop, the basic unit of the Boy Scouts, consists of approximately 40 boys divided into patrols of 10 boys each. The highest award in Scouting is the rank of Eagle Scout. To earn his Eagle award, a boy must earn a large number of merit badges and perform a community service project with his peers.
These days, of course, girls can be Scouts too. In most other respects, however, Scouting seems a relic of the past. Urbanization, economic development and increased specialization in job training over the past century have radically decreased the value of the kind of all-round, practical education that Scouting typically provided. One hundred years ago, in large, developing, relatively sparsely populated countries like the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, the ability to do things for oneself was paramount; if you couldn’t fix your own roof, there was no one within fifty miles that you could pay to help fix it for you. Scouting was an excellent way of training the kind of general, practical problem-solving skills that were needed on a daily basis, in the home, in the garden, on the road and on the job.

Even in the countries where the spirit of scouting was born, the do-it-yourself imperative is no longer what it used to be. As famous American economist J.K. Galbraith put it as far back as the 1960s: “Success no longer means the ability to make things, but only the ability to buy them.” Many parents remain drawn to Scouting, however, precisely because it is perceived as an antidote to excessive consumerism, and to the kind of specialized education that sees more and more young people reaching adulthood unable to do anything for themselves.
	46.
	According to the article, what is a Boy Scout troop?

	
	A.
	A group of 10 Boy Scouts.

	
	B.
	A group of 40 Boy Scouts.

	
	C.
	A patrol of Boy Scouts.

	
	D.
	A merit badge.


	47.
	What is the overall mission of the Boy Scouts?

	
	A.
	To teach multi-cultural acceptance.

	
	B.
	To build healthy bodies.

	
	C.
	To develop well-rounded young men.

	
	D.
	To award merit badges.


	48.
	Which of the following factors has NOT decreased the apparent value of Scouting?

	
	A.
	More and more people now live in cities.

	
	B.
	Modern economies allow people access to affordable services that in the past they had to perform for themselves.

	
	C.
	Young people these days are encouraged to pursue more specialized educations.

	
	D.
	Girls can now be Scouts too.


	49.
	Why does the author think that Scouting began in America one hundred years ago?

	
	A.
	Because young people needed to learn to do things for themselves.

	
	B.
	Because there were already Scouts organizations in Canada.

	
	C.
	Both of the above.

	
	D.
	Neither of the above.


	50.
	Why does the author think some parents still send their children to Scouts?

	
	A.
	Because they are busy with work.

	
	B.
	Because they hope their children can make friends there.

	
	C.
	Because they themselves were Scouts in their youth.

	
	D.
	Because they are worried that their children may grow up unable to do anything for themselves.
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