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Part I. Essay question 50 points

Respond to the question below. Be sure to provide specific examples either from the works
on the reading list or from any other works of literature with which you are familiar.

.. After these appear’d
A crew [of devils] who under names of old renown
(Osiris, Isis, Orus and their train)
With monstrous shapes and sorceries abus’d
Fanatic Egypt and her priests, to seek
Their wand’ring gods disguis’d in dbrutish forms
Rather than human . . . .

John Milton, Paradise Lost Book 1.476-482

Discuss representations of monstrosity (monsters / the monstrous) in Western Literature.
Possible topics include:  the other; the natural, the unnatural, and the supernatural; the alien;
good and evil; set{mg and breaking social limits/boundaries; physical deformity; the monster
within (spmtual mental, moral deformity); monstrous humans and humanized monsters;
xenophobia (fear of the foreign); monsters and heroes; using monsters to define the human;
monstrous acts, behaviors, or language.



Part II. Explication (close reading/analysis) 50 points

Choose a film you like. Discuss why it is interesting or useful to pay attentigi,:; to its formal
elements (such as: lighting, music, costume, colors, setting, props, camera z‘iﬁ:gle).'

Consider how the director’s use of such details conveys, develops, and/or complicates the-
themes of the Sim.



