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Paule Freire articulated a language of critique and a language of
possibility. His denunciation of the oppressive clements of the educational
system helped to demystify the pedagogism of the 1960s, while his
annunciation of possible dreams and his pedagogical model offered an
alternative to the Althusserian pessimism of the 1970s. During those years,
¢ducators either attributed to education a liberating power that on its own it
did not have, or denied it of any value until after there was a revolution.
Using a dialectical perspective, Freire cautioned against both voluntarism (a
kind of idealism that attributes to the will of the individual the power to
change all things) and determinism (a sort of mechanic structuralism that
underestimates the role of agents in historical processes).

One of the most important concepts in Freire's early works is
conscientization, the ability to critically perceive the causes of rcality.

Freire ¢laims that reaching the word cannot be scparated from reading the

world, but acknowledges that the possibilities of conscientization are limited.

This mcans that a critical consciousness is a necessary but insufficient
condition for collective change. While in his first works Freire takes a
subjectivist stand, assuming that the unveiling of reality would translate into
transformative action, in further writings lie revisited his pasition and
recognized that a more critical understanding of oppressive situations,

although a step in the right direction, does not yet liberate the oppressed.
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