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1. Define each of the following terms with an example. (40 points)
a. thematic role
b. garden-path sentence
c. binding Theory
d. affix
e. diacritics
f. anticipatory assimilation
g. illocutionary force
h. language transfer

2. Discuss the syntax of a yes-no question like Should I talk to him? How would you
account for the position of should in syntactic terms? Discuss what kinds of
elements can appear in that syntactic position in other kinds of structures like
wh-questions (What should I do?), conditionals (Had I known that, I would have
gone), and negative inversion (Never have I done that). (15 points)

3. Discuss the main differences between derivational morphology and inflectional
morphology. Please use examples from English and Chinese to illustrate your

answer. (15 points)

4. Examples (i) to (vii) demonstrate the action of a phonological rule found in some
children's dialect that is not found in the adult norm.

Adult form  Children’s pronunciation

1. walks wokt
. takes tejkt
1i. does dad
iv. suit tuwt
v. dogs dogd
Vi. Z00 duw
vil. soup tuwp

State the rule demonstrated above using phonological notation, making reference
to the phonetic description of the segments affected by the rule (i.e. don't just list
them). (15 points)
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5. Describe the semantic relation, if any, in terms of presupposition, implicature and
entailment that each lettered example has to the numbered example above it.
Whenever appropriate, specify relevant definitions and use tests to support your
answer. (15 points)

i.  The student keeps forgetting that linguistics is delightful.
a. Linguistics is delightful.
b. There is a student.

ii. John believes that pigs fly.
a. John is not too bright.
b. Pigs fly.
c. John believes something.



