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1. On the night before St. Bartholomew’s Day in August of 1572 the Catholic queen mother of
France, Catherine de Medici, authorized the ambush of French Protestant leaders who had
come to Paris to attend a wedding. This then became an event known as the Massacre of St.
Bartholomew’s Day. Had this incident been an isolated event it hardly would be worth
mentioning, but throughout the hundred years from roughly 1560 to 1660 outbreaks of
religious confrontations-with Protestants the ruthless killers in certain cases as Catholics were
in others —recurred in many parts of Europe. To make matters far worse, economic hardships
and prolonged wars accompanied religious riots to result in a century of pronounced crisis for
European civilization. This period of Europe was an age of great turbulence and severe trials.
{25%)

Excerpted from World Civilization by Edward MacNall Burns et al.

2. The rapid development of big industrial cities in the nineteenth century brought new challenges
not only to the health but also to the social order and cultural identity of the metropolis, such
as London, Paris and Berlin. Epidemic diseases, such as cholera and typhus, swept through the
city. An unprecedented volume of waste matter overflowed from cesspools and flooded major
rivers in the cities. Growing numbers of poor residents, who found their house space
contracting as the city modernized, took refuge in filthy, overcrowded tenements. And the
economic and soctal divide separating respectable citizens from the debased lower classes grew
ever wider. Emerging from these material and social conditions was the movement for sanitary
reform. Under this banner, experts in medicine, journalism and engineering campaigned to
improve the health and welfare of the city. (25%)

Excerpted from Cleansing the City by Michelle Allen




