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rebellion is thus not just a problem of calories and income but is-a

question of peasant conceptions of social justice, of rights and
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According to Marx, there are three conditions of production: first, human labor
power, or what Marx called “personal conditions of production” ; second,
environment, or what Marx called “nature or external conditions of
production” ; third, urban infrastructure (we can add “space” ) or what Marx
called “general, communal conditions of production” -::-:- Sustainable
capitalism would require all three conditions of production to be available--.
Serious bottlenecks in the supply of labor power, natural resources, and urban
infrastructure and space threaten the viability of individual capital
units—and even the entire sectoral or national capitalist programs.

(0’ Connor, 1994: 163)

In traditional Marxist theory, capital is its own enemy. Capital threatens its
own profitability because of what Marx called the “contradiction between social
production and private appropriation.” ---This “first contradiction of
capitalism” (or “realization” or “demand crisis” ) states that when
individual capitals tempts to defend or restore profits by increasing labor
productivity, speeding up work, cutting wages, and using other time-honored ways
of getting more production of fewer workers, meanwhile paying them less, the
unintended effect is to reduce the final demand for consumer commodities::-. Thus
the greater the produced profits, or the exploitation of labor, the smaller the
realized profits, or market demand---. Today, a sustainable economy presupposes
a global political economic system able to identify and regulate this “first”
or “internal” contradiction of capitalism. (0’ Connor, 1994: 159-160)
However, if the costs of labor, nature, infrastructure, and space increase
significantly, capital faces a possible “second contradiction” , an economic
crisis striking from the cost side. <+ Cost-side crises originate in two ways.
The first is when individual capitals defend or restore profits by strategies
that degrade or fail to maintain over time the material conditions of their own
production, for example, by neglecting work conditions (hence raising the health
bill), degrading soils (hence lowering the productivity of land), or turning
their back on decaying urban infrastructures (hence increasing congestion
costs). The second is when social movements demand that capital better provides
for the maintenance and restoration for these conditions of life;---. (0" Connor,
1994: 162)




