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The differential socialization patterns of schools attended by students of different
social classes do not arise by accident. Rather, they reflect the fact that the
L educational objectives and expectations of administrators, teachers, and parents
differ for students of different social classes. ...In the day-to-day operation of the

schools, the consciousness of different occupational strata, derived from their

cultural milieu and work experience, is crucial to the maintenance of the
correspondences we have described. That working-class parents seem to favor
stricter educational methods 1s a reflection of their own work experiences, which
have demonstrated that submission to authority 1s an essential ingredient in one’s
ability to get and hold a steady, well-paid job. That professional and
self-employed parents prefer a more open atmosphere and a greater emphasis on
motivational control is similarly a reflection of their position in the social division
of labor. When given the opportunity, higher-status parents are far more likely
than their lower-status neighbors to choose ‘open-classrooms’ for their children.
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